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She'll have to wait until the next ffme we venture down to the 
strange, yet exciting world or Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
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looking up waiting for some alien mothership to suck us all up. 

Anyways, we finally got to where we could see the lake. We all 
looked at each other and were like, ja right, we're not going in 
that shit." Bven Bvan, the most ballsy of the bunch said, "Hell frJol* 
Us wimps headed back to Pave's car and hung out amongst the 
Mack trucks. We talked about movies, school, and if there was a 
jesus or god, what he looked like. We probably stood there Tor an 

hour until we thought we heard a car coming. We all dived into the 
car and raced away like we were being chased by a pack or 
rednecks. 

We got back to Andys school around 530 in the morning 
exhausted, pat and Bvan had to be back home around 10 so they 
passed out while me. Pave, and Andy stayed up all night. 
Watching Bvan fall a sleep is one of the funniest things in the 
world, first of all, Bvan is this Super hyper kid on all kinds 
medication and he constantly rocks back in forth. Standing, sitting 
in the car, everywhere, all the time. Sometimes I think he's just 
doing it on purpose but I was wrong. He went to sleep on his 
Stomach with his legs rocking back and forth- Then his legs would 
stop and that's how we knew he was a sleep. 

At one point Pave asked me what time it was. 
J said, "6:00." 

Then Pave Said, f jf remember my first time. I came so fast." 
"What the fuck Pave? How do you go from the time to sex?" 
for the next hour me, Pave, and Andy managed to talk about 
sex, sex, and more sex. J guess that's what happens when you 
experience sleep- deprivation. I even contemplated going up to that 
girl Rachel's room upstairs but 1 figured she might think I was 
pretty psycho for knocking on her door at 7 in the morning. Me and 
Pave crashed for a half hour and then we were back on the road 
at 8. I sat up front slipping in and out of consciousness. Somehow 
Pave stayed awake the whole ride back. He dropped me and Pat 
off and we crashed. I later found out the cute girl liked me. Pamn. 
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Just as I walk past Oglethorpe St. 

an old Asian man walks by, 

his little black slippers scratch against the cracked sidewalk. 

I lis face. 

Worn out. like the tired wickered chair in my mother's house. 

I make it to the comer waiting for the bus. 

The same man, 

whom ! see every morning, 

who needs a haircut really badly, 

paces back in forth in front of me. 

We give each other an acknowledging nod. 

say hello, and nothing more. 

The cute Spanish couple, 

both with matching sweaters, 

appears just as the bus arrives. 

1 take my seat next to the door and glance at all the familiar faces. 

None of whom I've ever spoken to. 

The bus stops next to the liquor store 

right where I started my day 

It sucks me in 

Screams come from the 32 oz. Mickey's bottles 

"Drink inc. drink me." 

The two Korean men behind the counter who no longer card me say 

"Two-Dolla" 

I put my money down 

We never say a word. 

On the way back to my house 

a cute little black lady in her car asks me for directions. 

1 try to tell her but all she says is 

"1 gots lost." 

Finally after telling her she drives away still yelling 

"I gots lost." 

I continue on. facing the long tiring hill that leads me home 

knowing I'll see the same people tomorrow. 

Wondering 

if we'll ever say more than a simple hello. 



Spring Break(part I) 
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Greensboro 

We left yesterday around 8 in the morning Tor Greensboro, North 
(Carolina. All J knew was that a bunch or my friends were going 



down there for a youth Activist Conference. I had no idea what 
that was except that Matt, my roommate, was taking the van and 
it meant J had a cheap ride to somewhere different. 
Me,Pat,Pan,^oung, and Matt. 

I slept tor about 4 hours and then Matt and young thought itd 
be a great idea to check out Puke University. G years ago 1 would 
have been going crazy to be at Puke. hJow 1 could care less, must be 
getting old. Turned out we drove all this way to eat at a Burger 
King. 

Eventually we made it to University or North Carolina 
Greensboro. It turned out the conference was a bunch of separate 
meetings with fellow punkers and hardcore kids. The only meeting 
I went to though was on Pirect Action and protesting. J really don't 
have any experience with either but J actually found it pretty 
interesting hearing what other kids are into. 

After the meeting everyone met in a little cafeteria far free vegan 
food. J think I was the only meat eater in the room but 1 could 
Care less. I had a fakin bacon sandwich-Mmmm.^fummy. J was 
actually thinking about the restaurant 1 had seen earlier called 
Beef Burger and somehow the sandwich lost all of its charm. 

There was a show going on that night with some hardcore bands 
So everyone met there. The last thing I wanted to do was be at a 
show because I was hoping I could meet some new people rather 
than just stand around and watch bands play. Puring the show J 
Sat outside on a couch and watched all the kids with their SXB 
and vegan shirts walk by. J guess T find it kind of humorous as to 

why kids wear these shirts. Some sort or status symbol I guess. Tm 
Still waiting {or my 7 Prink Beer" shirt to come in the mail. 

After the show everyone stood around deciding what we were 
doing for the night. This went on for almost an hour and T got 
really bored so I though it'd be cool to Sing top 40 Songs and see 
which kids were cool enough to join me. First up was, 'Poo-Poo- 
Poo-Pa-Poo-Poo Ben Folds five. Sara and Chris joined me. Then 
some Small punk kid leaning against the waff sang along. Up next, 




students sitting down with Z teachers f ending the auction. I reft 
like I was back in elementary school. We'd managed to gather up 
ZZ tickets so everytime a bid went up we'd start it by yelling, "ZZ." 
But of course everyone else had way more tickets than us so were no 

match- We didn't care what the item was, a damn frisbee for God's 
sake, just something. 

■Finally, after an hour we shouted, tt ZZ" for the 100th time. The 

old guy up front said, "Going once, twice, ,SOLJ?\ " Our 

gang stood up and yelled like we'd just won a new car. The crowd 
roared. Probably just because they wanted us to get the hell out or 
there. We won a Detroit Pistons cap and some cd or a band we'd 
never heard of The cd eventually ended up in the fountain. 

After the auction we hung out in front of the auditorium 
throwing hard bagels at each other. Bvan did his usual 
impersonations and had us all laughing. This one girl came out or 
the building with a bunch of balloons in her hands and Bvan asked 
her if he could have them. He sucked the helium out or a -few, let 
Some float away, and then stuck two in his shirt and went up to 
guys Saying, " Hey baby, Til Suck your dick- " Only Bvan. 

Close to 3 in the morning Andy had this idea that we should go 
a Corey he'd been to before about 45 minutes away and we could go 
Swimming in the lake. I was it chin' to do something else so I 
convinced everyone else to go. Unfortunately the two girls didn't 
want to go, but hey, it was boys night out, time to bond. 

The car ride took forever I kept passing out, but all I could 
remember was that for 30 minutes we didn't see any houses, cars, 
nothing. We were in the middle or nowhere going to what J 
thought was a cool lake. Wrong. We eventually made it to the Corey. 
We parked next to a couple buildings, some huge rock piles, massive 
metal machinery, and a bunch of Mack trucks. Andy pointed to 
where the lake was, So we followed him. If was almost pitch black 
and everyone but Andy was starting to chicken out. T^ave brought 
along his hockey stick just in case anyone decided to mess with us. 
This place looked (ike it belonged in an X- fifes episode. I kept 




"How's it Going to Be," another classic by some crappie alternative 
band. Hey I only know these Songs because they play them non- 
stop at my work, yeah, that's it. 

finally we ended up at the house where the guys from Zegota 
live. They'd played up in D.C a few times in the last couple or 
months and had stayed at our house So we knew them pretty well. 
Bveryone started cookin up their tofu stir-fry and falafel and I felt 
so left out. There was over ZO people staying at Zegota s small town 
house and people had even slept on the stairs the night berore so 
Matt was looking for another place for all or us to crash. 

He ended up talking to this guy named Steve from Bmpire falls, 
a band Crispus Attucks had played with on tour in the summer. 
Steve said he had plenty of room for us so we said our good-byes 
and headed over. We drove to the other side of Greensboro passing 
nothingness. Just factories and warehouses, no restaurants, 
nothing. I don't think we ever did find the actual town. 

ZO minutes later we pulled up to this big house on the corner or 
some lonely street. The front door read, "Hippies use Side door." Wow, 
our kind of place. Some girl Matt knew ended up answering the 
door. We entered the house and we all said, "Holy shit." The living 



room, was huge. About the size of my houses first floor. The kitchen 
was big too. We headed up stairs. There were 5 bedrooms all next 
to one another and they were all labeled with numbers. 1 looked in 
all the rooms and they were huge. Bach one was about 3 or 4 
times the Size of my room back home. Some hot punk girl, with the 
cool bleached hair in the front thing going on walked out of door 
#5. 

I said to her, "What did this place used to be, an apartment?" 

Without even hesitating she said, "No, it was a whore house." 

"Oh, ok, " J said trying so hard not to laugh. 

"That's why we only pay $^50 a month- Plus, we're fiYin' to get a 
new roommate this week." 

I couldn't believe it I She said fain I A punk rock girl, southern 
accent, in North (Carolina, in an old whore house. I was in love. We 
all round it hysterical so Matt went all around the house taking 
random pictures. Meanwhile two drunk kids were wrestling next to 
my feet. They almost knocked the kitty litter over. A cat walked out 
or door #2, two puppies ran out or door #4. I was in heaven. 



. 




his shirt and the world stopped. Birds began to chirp. Church choirs 
sang. A Greek God stood before our eyes. Let's just say all of our 

mouths dropped open. This guy was huge, buff, lean, one fine ass 
mutha tucka. Bvan stood in the pool pretending to keep his mean 
face. We'll just call the other guy Adonis. 

Next thing 1 knew Adonis and Bvan were jammed in the pool 
arm-locked when BAMl Bvan was body-slammed into the jello. 
He squirmed away, jello flying every which way, but Adonis had 
him pinned on his stomach- Bvan yelled, ')fou can't take me I" He 
was no match Tor him even though he managed to stay inside the 
pool. The rer said time was up and they both got out of the pool, 
Adonis laughing. The ref raised Adonis's hand in the air and the 
Crowd gave a little roar. Then up went Bvan's arm and the crowd 
gave an overwhelming roar. We patted Bvan on the back and 
walked around school to see what else was going on. 

We walked around for a little bit, watched Bvan bathe in a 
fountain, and then went to Andy's room. On Andy's side of the 
room was the famous Dead Kennedy's poster. On his roommates 
Side, posters or race cars, beer wrappers symmetrically placed on 
the wall, and a huge picture of Pamela Lee hanging on the wall 
above his bed. 

We were all hungry so we drove around Fredericksburg looking for 
rood. We drove by a scary looking diner in the middle of nowhere, 
stopped tor a minute, and then decided it was probably a good idea 
to try elsewhere. While driving along the main strip I looked out of 
the corner of my eye and saw Ci&'s. (the Same place we'd ate at in 
Greensboro.) We plopped our 3 bucks down and stuffed our faces till 
we almost all puked. Back to school we went and ended up just 
walking around along with Andy's girlfriend and a friend of hers 
named Rachel who was very cute. 

Finally, we ended up at a cheesy auction. Supposedly there was 
bunch of other events going on besides the jello wrestling and 
people would win tickets for each event. At least we got free bagels 
out or it. We entered the auditorium and there was about 100 
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Me, Pave, Bvan, and Pat were on our way to Mary Washington 
University in fredericksburg, Virginia. Alt o{ us, except /or Pat had 
been down there before to visit Andy and it had been quite boring. 
Before we got there we were all excited because we heard that the 
school was °\0% girts, It turned out to be true, but they were all ugh 
and snotty, a major disappointment. The onfy run thing was 
watching Bvan walk into a fountain in 30 degree weather fully 
dressed. Oh yeah, and him walking around school the rest or the 
night without a shirt on yelling, "MBTALl." Anyway, we were back 
and hoping something better would be going on in the Mecca or 
Virginia. 

It only took a little over an hour to get to the school. Once we got 
there we walked towards Andy's dorm and noticed a huge crowd 
gathering around something. We saw Andy out there and 
screamed as loud as we could, "Andy, Andyl " until everyone stopped 
what they were doing and stared at us. We always like to show who 
the outsiders are. 

As we got closer to the crowd we saw what all the commotion 
was about. There was a little kiddy pool Tilled with jello and people 
were wrestling each other inside of it. Bvan, the kid who knows 
every professional wrestler who's ever lived and watches h/itro every 
Monday night, eyes tit up. Next thing J knew Bvan had his shoes, 
socks, shirt all off yelling like a little kid, T wanna do it!" 
Meanwhile the crowd was trying to get this tall shy looking kid to 
wrestle. The guy said no kind of embarrassed. Someone else said 
they needed a challenger for him and within seconds Bvan was up 
in his face yelling, 'Til take you man\ " He then started to flex his 
non-existent muscles while his fat started to protrude over the edge 
or his belt. We were all laughing hysterically along with the rest of 
the crowd. Meanwhile, the shy kid agreed to do it. Bvan dove into 
the jello poof head first rubbing it all over himself waiting for his 
opponent.... 

The shy kid took off his shoes, hlo big deal. But then he took off 



Steve told us his parents, who lived about a half hour away, were 
gone for the weekend and we'd be able to stay there and eat all of 
their food so we headed off to Winston- Salem. Steve kind of had 
this preppy bleached hair hardcore thing going on but he turned 
out to be a really cool guy. finally after what seemed like hours, we 
showed up to this house in the middle of some forest area. After 
taking a couple steps inside J could definitely tell Steve 5 parents 
were well off. Art-work all over the walls, fancy furniture 
everywhere. 

But a fucking room full of parrots? Yeah, parrots. Fight next to 
the living room was a huge room the same SUe with big glass doors 
leading in. There was about 6 or 7 huge bird cages with big parrots 
in them. Then I started to walk around the house. 6 little parrots 
next to the kitchen. 4 baby parrots in the laundry room. The art- 
work, parrots- The plates, Silverware, aft damn parrots. 

ffoaffy Matt asks Steve, "What's the deal with all the birds?" 
"Oh, my mom tikes parrots." 

Yeah, a little understatement. I felt like was in a zoo. 
finally, around 3 in the morning Steve fed us raviolis and 
microwavabfe rice and beans. He blasted Barth Crisis and drank a 
Six pack of Schafer. Around 4:30 in the morning we all headed off 
to bed in Steve's old room. 

Pan looked at this weird modern painting of a nude lady on 
some object and said, "What's up with the naked chick on a 
horse.?" 

"Oh, that's a picture my dad drew of my mom." 
"Oh, ok," we all said. 

Steve turned the light off, said goodnight and shut the door. 
Me, Matt, and Van laughed hysterically. What a night. 

We were supposed to wake up at 7 in the morning so we could go 
to the rest of the conferences at the college. We woke up at 11 and 
then Sat around for an hour while Steve and his girlfriend fed the 
baby parrots by hand. We showed up to the school right as they 




were serving lunch. We all agreed it was great timing but after 
eating tine uncooked vegetarian chili I had second thoughts. Pamn 
vegan food kills me. 

The conference was over so we decided it was time /or the 
College park punks to take on the crazy life of Greensboro. We piled 
]Z people in Matt's van and hit a local punk store. Bveryone went 
crazy over the $1 bin of records and came out with their hands full. 
After that we went to the saddest mall in America. There had to be 
about 5 stores open. Everything else was shut down and the only 
people 1 saw were in a nasty department store that had an all 
clearance sale. Matt and Steve skated a marble half-pipe that just 
happened to be on the outside of the mall. I think the cops kicked 
them out though- 

Bventua/fy, we all met back at Zegota's house. Bveryone was 
itchin to head back home so we Said our good-bye's and hit the 
road. Before we hit the highway we all ate at this pizza place 
called titi's. AH you could eat pizza for 3 dollars, plus salad and 
desert. We ended up staying for 2 hours. 15 smelly punks putting 
the place out of business. J think one of our tables ordered 5 
vegetarian pizzas. 




I did my best to hide everything. But I know it was all in my touch. Both my 
hands slightly caressed her shoulders and mid-back. ! was scared to go too low. 
She was a fragile girl. I tried to touch her only with my nails. My fingertips 
sometimes slipped. 

The television's filtered light was strong enough to flash within my closed 
eyes. It's reckless rhythm relaxed me. Slowly, 1 smiled. 

She breathed, "It makes my skin feel so much better." 

That made me feci better. 

FATHER 



father forgive me, 

i have done much to wrong, 
alienated childhood told me 

i didn't belong. \ 

the blame i put on you 

the same you put 

on i too 
forgive my ignorance 

i was much too 

confused to give anyone a chance 
so many tears, 

so many ill-forgotten years 
i'm sorry i wasn't the 

son you wanted, 
i, the bastard 

the demons mercilessly taunted. | 
did you tell me 

they would be so mean? 
did you tell me 

life shits on a clueless teen? 
did you tell me 

to take a stand? 
or what it means to be a man? 
no, my father you never 

told me 
what it means to be free. 
i learned on my own 

how to see my 

life and live it, 
and even to come of age 

and look at you 

and forgive 




The weather was permitting. The streets were slick with snow. The highway and 
no divider and (he cars wrecked head-on. That is what it was., a wreck. And siie 
was soft and fragile. 

She was in a coma for four months. I ler family might as well have been too. 

They only visited and cried. Her friends still drank and watched TV. Some still 

went to school while others moved away. Regardless, they cared even though 

they continued. The other person in the wreck, the one from the other car, was 

lucky. He died on impact. Weather was permitting. No one was to blame. But 

she doesn't always see it that way. 

She leaned her head back with a slight turn so as to see me out of the comer of 
her eye. 

"My skin is uncolnfortable. ,, Then she paused. 
The light flashing from the television set became deafening. 
She continued, "1 want to take my clothes off." 

With that being said, she lifted her black shirt over her head. It was dropped 
on the scratched wooden floor and forgotten. She stood up to take off her jeans 
in order to avoid difficulty. I ler back was still towards me. She slightly 
struggled. That was all she was wearing. Ever since the accident, she never wore 
anything more. Never socks or shoes. Nor a bra and underwear 
Now she was naked. That made her feel natural. 
1 couldn't tell if she felt comfortable though. 



The emptiness of the room and the glowing of the screen complimented her. 
The picture was right. She was beautiful and fragile. 

She sat with her back towards me again. 1 ler skin was white, stretched and 
scarred. 1 wanted to touch it. 

'Tee! better?" I asked indifferently. It wasn't that I cared; it was just 
something to say. It fit. It was bitterly quiet in the room at the moment. So I said 
something. Anything 

I ler reply of "Yes," hardly broke the silence. 

"Is it always like this?" Still, I didn't really care. 1 just needed to move. To get 
closer to her skin. The skin was uncomfortable for her. But it was beautiful. 

I placed both hands on the floor and pushed myself forward across the 
surface. Her shoulders lay smooth, tight. My eyes were fixed. 

"No," was whispered with a slow slight nod. 

1 barely noticed her response. I forgot about Pete across the room 

1 reached out and touched her. My fingers slid against her right shoulder and 
over a scar. Her body flinched as she sighed. 

1 closed my eyes. 

"Feel better?" 

"Much." 

Pete was motionless. Even thoughtless. 

The next ten minutes disappeared. 



Seven people piled into the Mart's van, 5 in the back We all 
sprawled out in ike back, legs on top of each others. The 
"Appliance" sign Chris had taken from some store kept falling on 
young's head. J laughed because I was the one who wanted to take 
it back for my room. Then the Sign started falling on me and J 
Stopped laughing. It was a pretty damn uncomfortable ride home, 
but at least I didn 't have to drive and I got a couple hours of sleep. 
5 hours later we dropped everyone off, stumbled out of the van, and 
me, Matt, and Dan told our funny stories to my roommates, Kate 
and pat. J went to sleep looking forward to the nevt days trip to 
New York. 



THAT DAMN DOG 
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four a.m. and on a penal colony's cherished gift, the raddest lady, white-trash 
LA who gave up dope years ago for penn station beer to return home to who- 
cares where in Illinois. Cleveland here, where' d i put that girl's number? (never 
got it, never will) layed over but not layed. yes, screwed but in useless way. "so, 
ya wanna be a writer?" who the fuck am i kidding? 

there's mi. junk, he likes to tell tall tales of hemorrhoids to explain 10 minute 
bathroom trips and ask me for safety pins to pop vitamin-e pills to rub on his 
skin and get lilly to read him his horoscope and talk about his life as an "audio 
engineer," but he knows crass from the symbol on my patch, his "bad skin" 
smells more like "h" than a "new natural soap" gone awry, that's why he's mr. 
junk ms. white-trash thinks he should share, cute, can we be a family? 

mr. clown is the new bus driver, hell cut your earphone's wire if too loud, 
time to "bite the bed bugs back for the driver" to neurosis. 

there's your i-o-w-a 80. looming above wendy, heightened state 
commercialism, tourist invitation, media fuck, the rest of iowa was com husk 
country for bumpkin kin. no other reason to be there except by birth or familial 
bonds. 

Chicago, according to a 30 minute walk, stands glassy desolate, a digital ghost 
town of sorts. 

iowa's twenty passed with a big bang, "take it baby, yeah, 80 all the way." 
watch the bumps, but it ain't no route 666. big fuckin snow flakes fill a heavy 
colossal void (nothin but space here), hey, it's good oV mr. junk, no, i don't care 
about the geeks on your new bus, just the fries on my table and the somewhat 
"passable" girl with strandy black hair to go with her boots, bye, bye mr. junk. 

i really need the holes in my shoes cause my feet might be comfortable if they 
could stay dry for an entire day. 

-railroad ties for sale- 
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